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EDITORIAL

IRRESPONSIBLE critics of every hue kick the nationalised industries.
Those on the political Right interpret any weaknesses as the product
of Socialist-conceived organisation. Those on the Left blame the
Government of the day for allegedly mismanaging things. The
“independents’ leap on the bandwagon simply by abusing the industries’
administrators. The Chairmen of nationalised Boards sit, indced, in
hot seats.

During the past few years MANWEB has come in for more than its
share of criticism, ranging from downright mud-slinging over major
issues to petty carping over trivialities. It is, we suppose, too much to
expect that the sclf-appointed champions of the democratic rights of the
community will ever entirely refrain from heaving bricks at such sitting
ducks as the public services, though recently there has been a refreshing
tendency for responsible voices to suggest that their fortunes are every-
body’s affair.

The best method of countering abuse and distortion of facts is the
forceful presentation of the truth, and the Board’s recently-published
Report and Accounts for 1962-63 show yct another year of expansion
on all fronts.

New Strides Forward

Overall consumption of electricity rose by 12.4%, thc biggest-ever
increasc since the nationalisation of the industry. Domestic use of
current continued to soar, showing a 209 risc. Capital expenditure in
reinforcement work amounted to £5.1 million, compared with £3.2
million during 1961-62.

More than 14,500 new consumers, including nearly 1,300 farms,
were newly connected to the network. Reinforcement was pressed
forward at an unprecedented pace, and more than 800 miles of mains
and nearly 900 new ground-mountcd substations, in addition to a
large number of polc transformers, were added to the network.

On the financial side, we showed a Revenue balance of nearly
£1,000,000 towards the £10 million we must raise by 1967. The full
facts are set out in the illustrated summary of the Report, which is
available to every member of the staff. Acquaint yourselves with them
- and make them as widely known as possible.
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COMMERCIAL NOTES

The sale of thermal storage heating on which is
based the ‘Unit Plan Central Hcating’ Campaign
is getting off to a good start for thc coming scason.
In July, 323 enquirics for details were reccived in
the Area, and on follow-up these resulted in the
sale of 230 kilowatts of off-pcak load. The full-
scalc publicity campaign to be conducted by the
industry is to commence in the Autumn, and we
may look to a substantial response from people
intercsted in having central heating in their homes.
The recent announcement that Purchase Tax has
been removed from this type of hcater should
give a boost to our sales drive and cnable the
Board easily to rcach its target for thermal storage
heaters sales this winter.

Sales of large appliances during July werc only
two per cent better than in July last year, but there
was a welcome incrcase in the sales of clectric
cookers, which rose by nine per cent. The valuc
of salcs for the four months April to July is alrcady
£90,000 in excess of thosc for the samec period
last year and. with a successful storage hcater
campaign, the total for the present financial year
should reach the £3% million level compared with
£3.1 million in 1962/63.

During the month the Board purchased 623
million units for distribution to their consumers,
an incrcase of over 60 million (14.8 per cent)
compared with July last ycar, and the first time
the purchases in a midsummer month have reached
an average of over 20 million a day. The increased
purchases were once again to mect the additional
requircments of industrial consumers, sales to
this class rising by more than 59 millions. Major
increases arosc from the chemical industries (one

consumer took over 27 million more units), the
iron and steel and the motor-car industries.

The number of new consumers connected to
the Board’s system—2,193—was only slightly
lower than in July last ycar, and included 91 farms.

ENGINEERING

At its September meeting the Board approved
many schemes for extending and reinforcing the
supply network, and the total expenditure author-
ised was approximately £1,660,000. Among the
major schemes that were approved there is pro-
vision for supplying eleven multi-storey blocks of
flats and onc Council estate, which will be cquipped
with under-floor heating. The Board’s high voltage
network is to be reinforced by providing cleven
substations fed from the 33-kV network, and a
further 7.5 MVA 33/11-kV substation is to be
established to supply the new Electron laboratory
at Daresbury.

In July a 7.5 MVA 33/6-kV transformer was
commissioned at Union Street, Liverpool, and a
4 MVA 33/11-kV transformer at Middlewich was
replaced by a 7.5 MVA unit.

During August 45 MVA 132/33-kV grid sub-
stations were commissioned at Elworth in the
Crewe District, and at Marchwiel in the Wrexham
District. These new substations will relicve the
loading on several 33-kV feeders during the coming
winter, and improve the sccurity of the supply in
these districts.

A rccent failure of supply to approximately 600
consumers in the Aberystwyth District was caused
by an aircraft which struck the conductors of an
11-kV overhead line while crop-spraying. The linc
was extensively damaged but the aircraft flew on,
apparcntly none the worse.

I would like to express my
heartfclt gratitude to the engin-
cers and all concerned in
“putting out’™ the fires at
Clarence Dock.

Being in display work one
thinks possibly more about the
job when away from it—per-

haps the thoughts are on a
“Clean Air Exhibition”, or
window display while travel-
ling on a bus.

One particularly beautiful,
very cold morning this last
winter, the sky was lovely,
clear duck-cgg bluc and gold
with small petal-pink clouds.
Round the corner went the bus
and *‘thcre she blew™! ! !—the
plume of black smoke from
*“The Dock” ruining a beauti-
ful picturc and very much
depressing me.

Keeping watch most care-
fully each morning you can

imagine my joy—when on one
bright morning—no smoke! A
few mornings later a small puff
of black from the landmost
chimney and | thought ‘‘Oh
dear they’ve still got a bucket
of coal left!”” Next day—no
smoke!

We use slogans such as *‘Go
Electric’’, which really is non-
sensc and not cven English.
Would it not be much better to
say ““Use Elcctricity—it is so
clean”—and to say it truth-
fully ?

J. A. BEVAN (Mrs.)
Display Department, Area |I.
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