

















and the Chester 2nd and 3rd Divi-
sions. Combined teams will compete
in the Knock-Out competitions.

There will be a Lightning Chess
Jamboree in the Head Office restau-
rant on Saturday, November 24th,
and invitations have been sent out
to the Wirral and Chester League
clubs.

Late News: We hear that the 2nd
team started its fixture list in a most
determined way—with a 5—0 victory!

Active Ministry

Not long ago we published a story
about the ordination as a Minister of
the Church of Wales of Mr. R. M.
Jones, Installation engineer, Gwynedd
District.

Soon afterwards Mr. Jones retired,
on reaching the age of 65, and we hear
that he is now very active in his
church work in his home town of
Port Dinorwic, Caerns.

Mr. Jones served his apprentice-
ship in the Midlands, but returned to
North Wales in 1935, joining the
North Wales Power Company at
Rhostyllen. Later he transferred to
Caernarfon, and then to Llangefni
(Anglesey). He was employed by the
Ministry of Works during the second
world war, but returned to the
electricity industry in 1946, again
spending his time obtaining major
contracting work both in Anglesey
and Caernarfon.

His many friends wish every
happiness to the Rev. lones—and
Mrs. Jones—in their new and active
life.

Ceremony Saved

Not long ago MANWEB got a
pat on the back from Betws-yn-Rhos
parish council.

The clerk, Mr. Robert Evans,
reported that on August 3rd residents
of a part of the area in the village
received notice from the board to
the effect that it was necessary to
interrupt the supply of electricity
to their homes on Thursday, August
9th, from 3 to 4 p.m.

As this date and hour was the time
for the chairing-of-the-bard ceremony
to be televised from the WNational
Eisteddfod at Ruthin, the clerk
wrote to us saying that Welsh viewers
would be most disappointed.

The interruption was postponed
for a week.

The clerk’s action was unanimously
approved by the council and a letter
of thanks was sent to our Clwyd
District.

New Low-Locader from

Chester
A new dual-purpose low-loading
trailer of 5.6 tons gross weight,

Specially-designed for Electricity Boards, the new dual-purpose low-

loading trailer.

designed for the specific needs of
electricity boards and their associated
industries, has been introduced by
B. Dixon-Bate Limited of Chester.

Capable of carrying cable drums,
transformers or plant of up to 4.25
tons, the close-coupled four-wheel
L5.6FC features a three-line air
pressure braking system and a
variable-height drawbarincorporating
a heavy-duty hydraulic damper.

The new model updates and re-
places Dixon-Bate’s highly successful
L8OFC trailer, now in service with
many of the major UK electricity
boards.

Giro Accounts

The article ‘New GIRO Service’
appearing in the August edition of
‘Contact’ has stimulated a number of
enquiries from readers for further
details of GIRO accounts for salaried
staff in the electricity supply industry.

To obtain a leaflet send your name
and address to:

Miss Pat Christian (EB),

National GIRO Centre,

Free Post,

BOOTLE,

Lancs

GIR OAA.

No stamp is needed.

‘‘Power Links”’

The electricity supply industry’s
approach to the distribution engi-
neering tasks involved in providing
its customers with a continuous,
reliable supply of electricity, at the
lowest possible price, is examined in
a new film sponsored by the Electri-
city Council.

The film, entitled *“Power Links,”

shows how the Electricity Boards
co-operate in providing information
on all types of faults and interruptions
which affect their customers, and
how this information is used as a data
base for practical research work.

It describes some of the links
between theory and practice in
helping to modify and improve the
distribution system at moderate
cost.

It discusses methods of controlling
the cost of labour, equipment,
components and materials.

And it examines computer tech-
nology in the service of better and
more economic systems design.

““Power Links,’’ is 2 16mm colour
film with a running time of 18 min-
utes. It is available, on loan, from the
Electricity Council, 30 Millbank,
London, SWIP 4RD,

People Write . ...

Letter from a Southport customer
to North Mersey District office:

““I would like to compliment you on
the very fine way in which the work was
carried out in our house, and the
consideration shown by your engineers
in what must have been a very difficult
job.
‘I have nothing but praise for your
excellent service and quality of work.”

Her Head—His Business

Some time ago, a neighbour of Miss
Christine Reynolds, a clerk in the
Revenue Section at Head Office,
suggested that she should volunteer
as a model at Andre Bernard’s salon
in Chester.

So along she went and a young
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'The successful

twosome,
Christine and David with the
trophy.

first year apprentice called David
Brown, chose her as his mode! for
the annual Andre Bernard Hair
Stylist Competition.

It was a successful team for David
won the Ist and 2nd year trophies
even though he has only been in the
trade for twelve months. This was
quite an outstanding achievement.

David, who is 17 years old, is the
son of Mr. David |. Brown from our
Civil Engineering Section at Head
Office.

Christine is 22 and joined us last
Christmas. She is engaged and plans
for a marriage in June next year.

Joins CEGB

Mrs. Fiona Nelson, senior cleri-

cal assistant in North Mersey District
bonus section, left MANWEB recen-
tly to take up an appointment with
the CEGB at Ciarence Dock, Liver-
pool.

Fiona joined the Board in Septem-
ber 1956 in the Registry at Head
Office in Love Lane, until its closure
in September 1969. She then trans-
ferred to North District as a bonus
clerk, and was promoted to senior
clerical assistant in April the following
year. Prior to joining MANWEB,
Fiona worked for the Yorkshire
Electricity Board in Sheffield, and
the North Western Gas Board in
Liverpool.

Mrs. Nelson will be missed in
North Mersey District, not only for
her skill in calculating bonuses and
controlling her section but also for
her pleasant disposition. One of her
hobbies is dressmaking, at which she
has become very adept. We wish her
well in her new appointment.

E.A'W. Course

In preparation for the next E.A.W.
Certificate Examination for Demon-
strators and Teachers, a correspon-
dence course is again available.

The tuition, which will cover the
examination syllabus will consist of
twenty lessons to be given by an
experienced teacher of electrical
engineering. The fee for the course
will be £6.50.

Application forms can be obtained
from:

The Examinations Officer,

The Electrical Association for Women,

25 Foubert’s Place,

London W1V 2AL.

MANWEDB youth

During 1973, the Board have spon-
sored 47 young people on a variety
of venture and summer residential
courses.

Before she crossed Liverpool to join the CEGB, Fiona, centre right,
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was given a great send-off by her friends at North Mersey District.

The West Highland School of
Adventure was visited by 22 of our
young men, while a dozen went to
Brathay Hall. Two went to sea with
the Sail Training Association and five
more went to Summer School at
Loughborough Coliege. One chap
had the opportunity of going to
camp with the Mersayside Youth
Association at Heswall while another
travelled further afield and took an
official trip to France.

For the girls there was the Out-
ward Bound School at Rhowniar

Qutward
Bounder
Jill Adams
in her
climbing
gear,

Towyn. Among these was 19-year-old
Jill Adams, a clerk at our North
Wirral District Office in Birkenhead.
Jill thoroughly enjoyed herseif during
her month in Merioneth and through
this she has been spurred on to try
for the gold medal award in the Duke
of Edinburgh scheme.

She is a keen footballer and plays
for a team called *‘Liverton’ in the
Merseyside and Wirral Ladies League.

‘“A Plug for a Van”

An entertaining view of the
commercial vehicle possibilities open-
ed up by the development of the
sodium sulphur battery is provided
in a lémm colour film produced and
made by the Electricity Council
Research Centre, Capenhurst.

This, entitled ‘A Plug for a Van,”
describes both the nove electric
motor-torque converter transmission
and the sodium sulphur battery in
the vehicle, which has been developed
by scientists at the Research Centre,
















A look at the Research Centre
at Renardiérs was most interes-
ting. The high voltage testing
laboratory was like something
out of the space age, and we were
pleased to see that there was
considerable evidence of experi-
ments with the electric car, al-
though no breakthrough was
evident over the amount of room
taken up by the batteries in the
vehicles.

As the industry does not have
a domestic outlet, it amazed us
to find how much space was
occupied with utilisation, to see
all methods of insulation on test,
as well as a number of appliances
and storage radiators. It was
clear that storage radiators are
very new in France, and seemed
to be very bulky. A look at the
power station environment took
us to a Nuclear Station at Saint-
Laurent Des Eaux on the River
Loire. It was a S500-megawatt
station, which really impressed
the party with its large complex
and its fine lecture theatre, which
was as good as any cinema we
might visit in the U.K. A film,
produced in English, explained
the working of the station.

A varied programme of cul-

tural visits included Fontainebleau
Provins, Versailles, Chartres, and
Paris. The days began with an
early continental breakfast, and
we very soon got used to lunch
lasting two hours, with dinner
also a marathon.

The hospitality was excellent,
and the varied programme was
most interesting. Travelling was
very tiring, with temperatures
often in the 80’s, and of course
we had to stop from time to time
for our refreshment, which con-
sisted of ice cold beer, or a soft
drink. Although we usually had
dinner at 7.00 p.m. each evening,
as leaders we were invited to the
homes of some of the school
teachers and after further con-
versation and more wine we rarely
got to bed until the early hours of
the morning!
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Apprentice electricians examining electric motors in the spacious
workshops.
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Above: Some of the French linesmen on a re-training course at the
overhead line section of the School.

Below: Great emphasis is placed on physical fitness and the sports
centre has indoor and outdoor gymnasiums, a swimming pool and
football and rugby pitches.

























