



































Anglesey, and that others were coming up. I quickly
called out Lhe avaifable engineers and linesmen who
were not already out, and organised the checking of
the 33kV substations and reclosing of 33kV and
11kV oil circuit breakers.

Reports came In of lce **as thick as your arm™ on
the lines, which were sagging to within ten feet of the
ground. It became obrious that the freezing layer of
air bad moved down from 1000 feet to the towlands of
Anglesey, and that we were seelng a8 repeat of 1956
and 1938,

The weather and conditions deteriorated and it
becume impossible to travel by car so Landrovers
were organised to take the engineers round. It was
impossible to attempt any line repairs, but trips due
to transient faults kept everyone busy, together with
sectioning lines with permanent faults.

By two o'clock in the morning all our efforts
scemed to got us nowhere. Transient faults caused
by the wind blowing the ice-loaded conductors
together kept recurring, and it was decided to call it
a day, Three of the four 33kV fecders supplying the
gouth east and central parts of Angilesey were faulty,
and the situation on the rest of the area was not
known with any certainty.

At Treborth one of the sybstation attendants went
out to his car to go home and quickly came back
reporting & huge flash io the 33kV compound. I went
out with him and we saw a small arc on the far side
of the compound, As we reached It to lnvestignte there
was » roar like thunder and sheet of blue (Mames shot
three or four feet Ipto the alr, and was sostained.
Trembling alightly we switched the circult out and
with it about half of Anglesey!

The thoughts of bed receded, and a fitter with
sparc parts were organised, By 7 o'clock in the
morning the repairs were complete, and those
engineers and men who had had a lew hours sleep
were ready to turn out again.

During the first few hours of Saturday morning
information was collected like pieces of a jigzaw
puzzle, but the picture was far from clear.

Tt was, however, ¢lear that several lines were
broken and snow drifts had made some roads
almost impassable. The system engineer was
snowed in at home, and had to be collected with a
Landrover. Some of out Commercial colleagues
managed to reach Treborth, and gave much needed
relief in answering the telephones.

As the day wore on the picture became a little
clearer. and the work of re-erecting the lines pro-
ceeded. By the end of the day some customers had
been without eleciricity for 24 hours and messages
were being received of cows nceding milking, babies
needing warm food and old people and invalids needing

warmth, There was also the lady who was erying as sthe
reported Rer tropical fish were becoming most dis-
tressed as without electricity the aquarium heater was
rot working,

By about 2 a.m. oo Sunday most of the staff had
been sent home for a well-earned rest ready to start
again first Lhing in the moming. 7 a.m. on Sunday
saw things starting to buzz again as everyone started
to get back into gear,

We hed managed to get staff to report at the
District Office 10 man the telephones and relieve
some of the pressure on the reporting centre.

It fairly soon became clear that broken lines were
being found faster than we could repair them with
the District resources—probably about 50 lines
were broken,

An 5.0.5. to the Deputy Chief Engineer brought
a quick response, and by early afternoon three of our
former engincers and linesmen from Dee Valley,
Oswestry and Aberystwyth Districts were reporting
at Treborth. They were soon sent out into Anglesey
and a light note was touched when an Anglesey
linesman’s voice came over the radio and said
“*Welcome back, Dave*',

The support of these extra engineers and men was
invaluable, and by the end of Sunday we could just
soe the end of the job although it was still about 24
hours away,

An early start agsin on Monday produced a
schedule for the day’s work and a few more men,
including jointers, were available. 1t seemed possible
that we should get clear betore the end of the day,
but this was not to be, as more broken lines were
found. On finishing work il appeared that one more
day would see it through,

Tuesday at 7 a.m. saw the plans for the day being
drawn up and everything scemed to go right, By
lunchtime we found that we had more 1eams of men
than jobs. 1t was with great relief and as somewhat
of an anti-climax that supply was restored to the last
custorner at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 19th March,
some four days of at least 18 hours each after the
first signs of the big freece.

The work was not over, however, as we stjl} had
three 33kV lines totalling about 40 miles to be
patrolled. The thought of sending linesmen walking
this distance was not picasant and another yuick
call to the Deputy Chief Engineer resulted in us
carrying out the first helicopter patrolsin MANWEB.,

The firal count Indicated 33kVY lines broken in five
places and 11kV lines broken in 71 places, with
jonumerable trunsient faults, The mammoth task of
locating and repairing the (aults and restoring supplies
wus only achieved by the devotion to duty of the
Gwynedd staff, and the support of our colleagues In
otbher parts of the Board.
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