
Kick-off for rugby skills in Wales 
North Wales could soon have its 

first wheelchair rugby team, 
thanks to Manweb. 

Budding rugby stars of the future are 
also to get a boost from Manweb, which 
has vowed to help youngsters learn the. 
basic skills by extending its support of the 
work of rugby development officers in 
schools across the region. 

The double boost for Wales's top sport 
was unveiled at Friar's School, Bangor, 
when Steve Parsonage, Great Britain 
wheelchair rugby team coach, met up 
with local youngsters and Dafydd 
Myrddin Hughes, under 18 International. 

They also unveiled a plaque at the 
school marking its involvement in the 
youth rugby development scheme. 

Also coaching the youngsters at the 
school were north Wales schoolboys 
Dafydd Mali and Owian Evans, who were 
both helped by Manweb's rugby 
development support. 

David Clarke, Manweb Marketing 
Director, said: "We are delighted that we 
are able to expand our support of the 
rugby development scheme in north 

Good health 
for Brian 

The only time a former Manweb 
employee ever called at a 

company medical centre - and then 
only for treatment to a wasp sting - he 
was told there were no medical 
records for him. 

It was no surprise however, for Brian 
Jones, formerly a jointer's mate at 
Llandudno Junction, had never had a 
day off work through sickness in his 37 
years company service. 

Now enjoying retirement at his 
Penrhyn Bay home, Brian remains in 
good health which he puts down to 
plenty of fresh air, sensible eating and a 
tot of whisky at night. 

"My job had always been out in the 
open and when I first started as a 
labourer in 1960 I used to follow the 
depot's van and trailer on my bike," said 
Brian, who, before joining the company, 
worked outdoors on a local farm. 

"At Manweb there was lots to do to 
keep me busy, including outdoor work on 
the expressway through Colwyn Bay and 
around Conwy and Betws-y-Coed." 

Brian still maintains his love of the 
outdoors by visiting the farm to help out. 
Gardening, good cooking from his wife 
Mavis and his regular tot of whisky still 
keep him going strong. 

A former AEU shop steward, Brian 

Manweb Marketing Director David Clarke in a scrum with rugby stars of the 
future at the launch of Manweb's school sponsorship. 
Wales, which has already reaped 
benefits · - such as the success of these 
two players. 

"It forms part of Manweb's commitment 
to help the communities across the 
region which we serve." 

Austin Thomas, District Director for 
North Wales Rugby Union, has 
welcomed Manweb's support. 

He said: "This commitment for north 

Personnel manager Mike 
Townson (left) and Wales 
Regional manager Alan · laird 
(right) give Brian a health check 

maintains links with Manweb as a 
Benevolent Society representative. 

Mike Townson, Personnel Manager, 
Power Systems Wales Region, said, 
"Brian's sickness record is absolutely 
remarkable and probably unique. Even 
the most sturdy and conscientious of us 
will succumb to illness at some time, 
particularly over 37 years, but Brian never 
has. It's a remarkable achievement." 

Wales means that we will be able to 
encourage even more youngsters to take 
up rugby. 

"We will also help in the formation of a 
new north Wales disabled rugby team by 
supporting training sessions at centres 
across the region. 

"I hope that the new team will be able to 
take part in a major competition in Cardiff 
next year." 

Trophies find 
new home 

Three trophies, which were once 
displayed in the Spprts and Social 

Club cabinet at Sealand Road, have 
now found a new home - three homes 
to be precise. 

When Contact published an appeal in 
June last year to find 'rightful owners' for 
the trophies, one response came from 
Mrs Sybil Cooper, a former PA in the 
Revenue Section, who retired in 1984 
after 30 years' service. 

Sybil was Captain of the all­
conquering Manweb Ladies' First Aid 
Team, which reached its peak in the 
1960's, winning trophy after trophy. 
Between 1963 and 1971, the Manweb 
team won five national trophies. 
.. Sybil said: "We started in the fifties in 

competitions against the top teams from 
the other electricity boards, with the 
finals being contested between the best 
teams from each area." 

She says she was interested on 
reading the item in Contact. "I knew two 
of the five trophies were lost during the 
move from Crane Street to Chester, but I 
was pleased to be able to claim the 
remaining three." 

Now, Sybil proudly displays one at 
home and has given one each to Betty 
Johnson and Sybil Timmins, former 
employees who were her team mates at 
the time. 
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GAS SALES HIT TARGET 
By Sarah Batley 

More than 61,000 homes in the 
north west and north Wales have 

now signed up to take gas from 
Manweb, only three months after the 
offer was launched. 

"We have now beaten our target of 
50,000 customers by February 27," says 
David 'Clarke, Marketing Director. 

"Currently half the people we approach 
are taking up the opportunity to cut their 

. gas bills. Many new gas customers are in 
our traditional area and we are also 
signing up homes in Greater Manchester, 
Lancashire and Cumbria". 

"As well as the direct savings of up to 
£75 a year, people are also looking at the 
back-up service we can provide," added 
David. 

Service 

''This means ensuring that the gas 
supply will come with exactly the same 
safety standards as in the past. We are 
also launching a new gas maintenance 
package which covers non-emergency 
maintenance and servicing for central 
heating." 

Despite objections from British Gas, 
which will not be able to supply electricity 
until September this year, gas regulator 
Ofgas ruled that Manweb and other new 
entrants in the market can continue to 
sign up customers. 

"We believe the gas regulator's 
decision is in the best interests of the 
consumer and we are continuing our 
sales effort throughout the region using 
door to door sales teams and direct mail," 
said David. 

Merseyside, Greater Manchester, and 
Lancashire on 27 February, On 27 March 
Cheshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire 
will open whi le north and mid Wales 
opens on 24 Apri l. 

See pages 4 and 5 for news of 
Manweb's new gas call centre at 
Warrington. 

Sun beckons for ,: Pat 
-' Aday's leave became a bumper holiday bonus for Employee Learning 

Co-ordinator Pat Lewis. 
Pat, who is based at Manweb House, had hurriedly arranged a day off to 

look after her daughter Katie, who unexpectedly had to be taken to hospital. 
Later, at home in West Kirby, Pat turned on the TV in the middle of 'This 

Morning', the Richard and Judy show. She was just in time to hear a 
phone-in competition question, which she decided to answer; 
Next day, back at work, there was a message on her answer-phone, asking 

her to contact Granada TV. "I thought it was a wind-up at first, but when I 
enquired around the office, I realised no-one knew anything about it," said 
Pat. 

It was quite a surprise when she contacted the television company and 
was told she had won a holiday to the value of £1,000 to anywhere in the 
Mediterranean area. "I just couldn't believe it," she said. 

Now Pat is ploughing through the holiday brochures to find a suitable 
location for herself, husband Alex - a former Manweb employee - and her 
other two daughters Lisa, 14, and 16-month-old Jessica. She is pictured 
(left) with Alex, Kate and Jessica. 
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