



































Next on the meeting agenda,
was guest speaker Mr. Palfry, who
rose to his feet, pushed the micro-
phone to one side and immed-
iately captured his audience with
his powerful voice and good- hum-
oured approach. He spoke of the
people who seemed to delight in
knocking our system of law and
order with talk of ‘bent’ lawyers
and ‘bent’ coppers and suggested
that they look at the systems
in other countries before finding
fault with our own. He said that
he still preferred to be judged in a
system with a jury.

He then spoke of his work for youth. ‘‘Through-
out history,”’ he said, ‘‘there have been challenges
and changes yet still too many of the older gener-
ation talk about youth as if it was something that had
suddenly happened. The only thing wrong is that
we haven’t got it any more and maybe that is why
we tend to criticise.”’

He talked of the ‘rat race’ in education with the
cramming for ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels. ‘‘What we require
are young people who can do a job of work and who
want to do a job of work.”’” He said that instead of
concentrating on examination results, the edu-
cationalists should teach young people how to live
their lives.

Mr. Palfry talked of the pride we once had in our
work pointing to examples of craftsmanship in the
structure of some of our older buildings and chur-
ches. “‘Pride in our work needs to be revived,’’ he
commented, ‘‘if we are to make Britain great again.”’

He then neatly switched to the subject of crime
and gave his audience an interesting insight into the
workings of a criminal mind and of how those who
break the law, operate today. He spoke with the
authority of a lifetime of service in the police force

where he rose from being a constable on the beat to
become the Chief Constable of a very effiicient
County force.

He gave an exciting account of the Blackpool
Jjewel robbery in which a police superintendent was
shot and killed. He asked the question, ‘‘ Did the
officer give his life to save the jewellery or for his
belief in the work he was doing for society?”’

He believed that in this country we were at the
crossroads, but because of young people—the
people he now worked with—he had great faith in
the future.

He said that for 46 years he had spent most of his
time putting youngsters behind bars at Borstal or in
jails, but he sincerely hoped that his next 46 years
would be spent in keeping them out of these places.

His final appeal was for all young people to have
faith in themselves.

Vote of Thanks

Mr. Palfry sat down to thunderous applause from
a very appreciative audience. It took quite a while
to die down before Mr. David Tinsley voiced his
proposal for a vote of thanks to the special guest
speaker. He said that Mr. Palfry of dynamic
voice and personality, deserved
great thanks for his champ-
ioning . the cause of youth.
He then presented Mr. Palfry
with a cheque from the Board to
be used as funds for the latest
local amateur boxingclub of which
Mr. Palfry had recently been elec-
ted as their President.

Thenfollowed an ‘ Open Forum’
with many leading questions be-
ing answered by Senior Officers
from Head Office and the District.

The evening concluded with a
successful disco session run by
the “*R J Sound.”’
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