




The Ellesmere Port winners, with Manweb Chief Executive Charles 
Berry (back row, 3rd left) and, to his left, Chronicle Managing 
Director David Faulkner. 

Co-Chairmen Charles Berry and David Faulkner are pictured with the Chester 
winners, who show off their plaques, specially designed by Liverpool 
sculptor Stephen Broadbent. 

CHEERS TO THE '96 
Actress Sherrie Hewson played a starring role as guest of honour at 

the 1996 Manweb-Chronicle Community Champions awards 
ceremony. 

Sherrie, better known as Maureen in Coronation Street, told the packed 
audience at a glittering gala night at the Chester Grosvenor Hotel: "It makes 
the heart beat faster to hear the wonderful contribution so many people have 
made." 

All the award winners, each of whom had made a significant contribution to 
their local community, had been considered by a judging panel made up of 

Wheelchair-bound Rosie Rathbone receives the overall Community 
Champions award from (I-r) David Faulkner, Charles Berry and Sherrie 
Hewson. 
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CHAMPS 
Manweb and Chronicle Newspapers representatives. 

Manweb's Chief Executive Charles Berry, who co-chai red the event 
with Chronicle Newspapers' Managing Director David Faulkner, said: 
"Manweb is delighted to be associated with the awards fo r the eighth 
successive year. 

"My predecessor Mike Kinski told me this would be a most wonderful 
night and now I understand what he meant." 

And David Faulkner said the awards underlined that the national 
headlines might often be dominated by doom and gloom, but behind 
the scenes there were many people making a wonderful contribution to 
our society. 

Role Models 

"They are role models whose work is a compelling example of all that 
is good about the area in which we live," he added. 

'They are, indeed, our community ambassadors a~d ,. unt,i,1 this 
evening, many of them have been unsung heroes and hEliro lnes. 

Granada Television news presenter Trevor Green ql@scribed the 
contributions to the community of each of the 30 winne$s - five from 
each of the newspaper's circulation areas of Chester, Wales, Mid 
Cheshire, South Cheshire, Runcorn and Widnes, and Ellesmere Port. 
Each area had chosen its Man of the Year, Woman of the Year, Group 

of the Year, Young Person of the Year and Environmental Champion. 
All the winners were presented with awards, whi le special 
presentations were made to overall winners in each of the five 
categories. 

Charles Berry and David Faulkner congratulated the winners while 
Sherrie Hewson presented each with a specially commissioned plaque. 
The audience rose to their feet as a special award was also presented 

to Runcorn and Widnes Young Person of the Year, 15-year-old Rosie 
Rathbone, who is badly crippled by cerebral palsy yet devotes herself 
to helping other disabled people. 

Above: Manweb's Chief Executive Charles Berry with guest of 
honour, Coronation Street's Sherrie Hewson. 
Below: Wales winners (I-r) Irene Morgan and Reg Barritt 
(Environment), Andrew Williams (Young Person of the Year), Charles 
Berry, Eunice Moore (Woman of the Year), David Faulkner, Jean 
Durham (for Group of the Year) and Ernie Bolton (Man of the Year). 

Overall 
winners 
Man of the Year: Reg Slack. 
Motor Neurone Disease (MND) 
sufferer Reg, 64, of Ellesmere 
Port, is a keen artist but can no 
longer hold a paintbrush in his 
hands. Despite his disability, he 
is now learning to paint by 
holding the brush with his mouth. 
He raises money for the MND 
Association's Wirral branch by 
selling his highly acclaimed 
works of art, some of which were 
featured in charity Christmas 
cards and calendars. 

Woman of the Year: Sue Ley. 
Cerebral Palsy sufferer Sue, 51, 
of Rudheath, has made a 
fantastic contribution to the Mid 
Cheshire Community. She lives a 
full life, dedicated to helping 
both disabled and able-bodied 
people. 

Young Person of the Year: 
Beverley Davies. 
Beverley, 15, of Holmes Chapel, 
South Cheshire, won her award 
for waging war on highways 
bosses at Cheshire County 
Council in a bid to get the speed 
limit reduced on a busy main 
road, where, at the age of 14, she 
had been injured in an accident 
as she crossed the road. 

Group of the Year: Boot End 
Action Group. 
This group was born out of a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
set up in the Boot End area of 
Bagillt. It now has 25 members 
who have set their sights on 
achieving far more than just 
keeping burglars at bay. They 
tackle a range of community 
problems, from clamping down 
on drug pushers to confronting 
rowdy youths and vandals and 
ridding the area of graffiti. 

Environmental Champion of the 
Year: Ashley School. 
This Widnes school is the first in 
Britain to fly the Eco flag after 
winning the Eco schools award, 
organised by the Tidy Britain 
Group, for its environmental 
programmes. Projects have 
included classroom recycling, 
litter picking, tree planting and 
tidying ponds and wildlife areas. 
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HEA.RTS OF GOLD 
If the severity of a charity challenge 

is measured by the contents of the 
back-up vehicle, then four Manweb 
employees recently embarked on 
the toughest task of their lives. 

Kits to combat trauma, hypothermia, 
frostbite and heat exhaustion, as well 
as an advanced first aid kit, were on 
board a Manweb Land Rover 
accompanying a Lister Drive, 
Liverpool, team as they set out on the 

Liverllool lads Ilut 
their best feet forward 
for a charity challenge 

Pennine Challenge. ....------,,....-
Craft Attendants, brothers Brian and 

Kenny King, along with Jointers John 
Drew and Ronnie Cleary, walked 127 
miles over the southern half of the 
Pennine Way, from Edale to Bowes, 
on a gruelling 1 a-day trek. 

They raised £1 ,000 for the Liverpool­
based Roy Castle Cause for Hope 
Appeal, and this sum was matched by 

Manweb. ~~~:~~~ Taking turns to drive the back-up 
vehicle, on loan from Manweb, the 
foursome decided to do the walk in 
memory of Ronnie's brother Jimmy 
(also John's cousin), who was the first ~"'l~"'~~":""" 
person in the north west to have a I"':.:.i~~~_~ 

heart and lung transplant. Sadly, 
Jimmy died in June 1990. 

Northern 

They plan to embark on the northern 
part of the Pennine walk - a 129 mile 
trek from Bowes to Scotland - during 
1997, again for the Roy Castle appeal. 
None of the team had special training Above: On top of the world! Pictured outside Britain's highest inn are (I-r) Brian 

for the walk, but all are fit and keen King, Ronnie Cleary, Kenny King and John Drew. 
sportsmen, and as a member of the Below: Ronnie, Kenny and John consult their maps before setting out on the next 
Territorial Army, Brian King has stage of their journey. 
medical training. 

In the end, the only 'emergency' 
treatment needed was for blisters. 

John, who started the walk on his 
50th birthday, said: "The Pen nine 
Challenge was the hardest thing I 
have ever done in my life. 

"But I still managed to celebrate my 
birthday with a pint at the highest pub 
in Britain, the Tan Hill Inn, which is at 
1732 feet!" 

The four are champion fund-raisers 
with hearts of gold. 

Along with colleagues at Lister 
Drive, they have raised up to £4,000 a 
year over the past 12 years, mainly 
through charity football and cricket 
matches. 

They have also provided funds to 
send sick children for treatment in 
Hungary, Mexico and the USA. 
Ronnie said: " We do the fund raising 

because there are so many people in 
need. We do what we can to help 
them." 
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The volunteers, along with canine recruit Willow the Alsation, by the pond at Minera before putting into place some of 
the native plants which will attract wildlife to the area. 

VOLUNTEERS HAVE A 
SPLASHING TIME 

by Sarah Batley planted bushes and created a path up to the pond . 
Team Leader Rachel Shorney, a design engineer with 

Abeauty spot has been created out of waste land, Manweb, said: "It's a brilliant opportunity for everybody to work 
despite thick snow, heavy mud, freezing water and a as a team. We are doing something for the community, as it will 

playful Alsation dog. be used by local schoolchildren." 
The transformation has taken place thanks to Manweb's However, the team's work was hampered by heavy snow, 

sponsorship of the Prince's ,-------------------------, freezing temperatures and thick 

Trust Volunteers. The Princes Trust Volunteers (PTV) initiative, clay mud, along with the antics 
The team at Wrexham has, in founded by the Prince of Wales, enables young of the pet Alsation of park 

three weeks, created a pond at ranger Siobhan Palmer, who 
M· L d M' employed and unemployed people, aged 16 to 25, to Inera ea Ines, now a says the transformation of the 
W h C t B h work together and develop their confidence, rex am oun y oroug area has been stunning. 
Council Country Park. motivation and skills whilst serving the community. 

Digger 
Visitors Last month, new schemes were launched in 

Wrexham and Caernarfon, in addition to the 
scheme already operating in Rhyl. She will use the pond for her 

The site, high on a hillside, environmental work with 
was scooped out by a mini Leaders from the world of business gathered at children and visitors. 
digger. Manweb's offices in Rhostyllen and Caernarfon to The employed members of 

A dipping platform was see how the company is leading the way in the team have now gone back 
created so youngsters can see supporting the local community through these to their jobs, whilst the others 
the wildlife in the pond. schemes, Manweb is providing team leaders and have gone on to work 
The Fire Brigade had to come resources to support the projects, experience. 

along to pump out the water Lord Elis-Thomas, President of the Welsh They will shortly embark on 
before the team could line the Language Board, was guest of honour at the launch another community project with 
pond . The brigade later f th C rf h h f' b'I' the PTV, and plans range from o e aerna on sc erne, t e Irst lingual PTV 
returned to pump the water a trip to Euro-Disney for local project, which will be featured in next month's back in again. youngsters, to an adventure 

F· II h I Contact. Ina y t e vo unteers L.... ____________________ ---I playground at a local school. 
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