











Turning to the subject of first aid, Mr. Bradley
said that instruction to isolated groups of workers
was now being given. He said that the number of
qualified first-aiders in the North Wirral District
was low, but hoped that the new course about to
start would attract more members, especially DJIC
staff.

On safety, Mr. Bradley reported that there had
been 64 accidents reported during the year and where
necessary, supervisors had been advised on additional
safety precautions. He emphasised that it was up to
each and every member of the staff to become more
safety conscious and if they saw a hazard, to remove
it or report it immediately.

He brought his report to a close by saying a few
words about the Spring and Summer Schools and
wondered why there was such a lack of interest

among NJIC staff to attend these excellent diver-
sions.

Mr. Telfer then thanked all members of the Local
Advisory Committee for the consciencious work they
had put in during the past year.

Then Mr. Dodds addressed the assembly very
briefly saying how delighted he was to have the
opportunity of meeting so many members of the
District staff at one time. He went on to recount
some amusing incidents he had come across in
accident reports and choice of award for long service.
He concluded by expressing the Board’s grateful
thanks to all members of the staff for carrying out
their work so efficiently during the testing time of the
recent emergency.

Next on the agenda was guest speaker Mr. Rigby
who gave a most enlightening talk on the services
provided by the Trading Standards Department.

One of their main concerns was weights and mea-
sures which, he said, started as an art but had now
become an applied science.

He mentioned that the earliest weights were found
in Egypt and dated back to about 3,800 B.c. Our own
first recorded law dealing with uniformity in weight
and measure was in 965 A.D. for before this, everyone
had their own ideas about weights and measures
dependent upon whether they were buying or selling.

He continued to trace the history of the various
laws, made and scrapped, right up to the Weights
and Measures Act of 1824 which introduced the
Imperial Measure—now being replaced by the
metric system.

Mr. Rigby said that we now had about 1,500
inspectors of weights and measures (many under

varying titles), and their roles had changed con-
siderably during the last six years or so. He said that
they were endeavouring to be guides, counsellors
and friends to all purchasers.

Their prime duty was still to maintain a uniform
system of weights and measures and control app-
liances and machines for weighing and measuring
goods.

He spoke of the Trade Descriptions Act and
various other trading standards and laws covering
the adulteration of food with laws dating back to
1860. He said that the new Merseyside Council
would have their Trading Standards Officers testing
about 6,500 samples of food every year.

In conclusion, Mr. Rigby advised his listeners that
if they had any complaints about traders giving
short weight or short measure, then before com-
plaining to the Trading Standards Officer in their
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| Mrs. Edith Price, microfilm operator, with her finger on the button to activate the camera to transfer the full-
! scale drawing on to a minute section of film.
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this problem is likely to diminish as draughtsmen
produce new drawings to microfilm standards.

Another headache which became apparent on
re-organisation was the fact that four different
methods of indexing drawings had to be brought
together. The compact size of the ‘aperture cards’
associated with the microfilm system will make it
possible for the systems to be integrated and filed
on a functional basis which will, in the future, lend
itself to mechanical retrieval.

The take-over by MANWEB of the 132,000-Volt
system from the CEGB will add another 20,000
drawings to the storage system, and without the
microfilm solution this would have meant another
big storage problem.

MANWESB is in the forefront of development in
this direction. When our programme was begun,
only the Yorkshire Board had experience in this
line.

Microfilming has meant a major departure from
established Drawing Office practice, and there have
been difficulties, but thanks to the co-operation and
adaptability shown by both our drawing office and
photographic department staffs, most of the problems
have been overcome. The microfilm programme is
fulfilling its promise to save large amounts of valuable
office space, and to provide a much more speedy and
efficient system of reference.

Mrs. Margaret Edwards, above, producing duplicate working aperture cards from an original 35 m.m. silver

image film, which is kept as the master copy. Mr. Adrian Chesworth, below, left, extracting information with

the aid of a viewer, while Mr. Howard Pearson inserts an aperture card into an electrostatic printer which in
about ten seconds, produces a full-scale reproduction on paper.
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Mr. Bill Taunton (Chairman of the Club), left, Above: Mrs. Rita Tomlin (Club Secretary) with
chats with Board Chairman, Mr. Denis Dodds, guests, Mr. D. G. Gwyn (Deputy Chairman), left,
centre, and Mr. A. W. Hawley ( District Engineer). and Mr. M. M. Parker (Secretary and Solicitor).
Below: From left to right, Mrs. Telfer, Mrs. Dodds
YV and Mrs. Parker.
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